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PREF ACE.

THERE is an interest attaching to the character
and fortunes of RuNJEET SiNGH, and to the
dominion he has established over the Punjab and
the Sikh nation, which promises to ensure to
the following pages a favorable reception from
the British Public. This interest is founded
not less upon the geographical position of the
territory of the new state, than upon the fact
of its having been silently growing up under our
eyes, till our wonder is excited at the accumu-
lation of power and of wealth at the command
of its present head. The desire to learn the
steps and the means, by which the founder of
any empire has risen to greatness, is a natural
curiosity of the human mind, intense in propor-
tion to the exaltation reached: but in this
instance there is proximity to our own posses-
sions, with the collisions that have occurred in
consequence, to add to the interest felt about
a
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RunJEET SINGH ; besides that the tract of coun-
try, now forming the Sikh kingdom, is in the
high road by which every conqueror from the
west has penetrated into Hindoostan ; and spe-
culation is always more or less afloat, as to the
possibility of a similar conquest being again
attempted, by the armies of Europe associated,
or by those of the Northern Autocrat alone,
whose views of aggrandizement seem insatiable,
and have long been directed towards Persia and
the East,

- The time thus appears to be favorable for an
attempt to offer to the Public some information
as to the present condition of the Punjab and
its Ruler: and every one must have felt, that
there is a blank in the intelligence possessed on
this subject, not consistent with the general
state of knowledge, or the eagerness with which
information, and in particular political and sta-
tistical information, is in these days poured forth
upon the Public, by every one who thinks he
has any thing to communicate, that will be
listened to or received. The early history of
the Sikhs is pretty generally known : few are
ignorant, that they are a religious sect, esta-
blished in the time of BaBur by NaNUK SHAH,
the propagator of doctrines of universal toleration,
and the zealous projector of an union of faith
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between the Hindoos and Mahommedans, on
the basis of the unity of the Godhead. In like
manner it would be superfluous to recapitulate
in a work like this, how the sect was continued,
and its tenets and creed embodied in sacred
volumes called Grunths, by a succession of ten
sainted Gooroos, ending with Gooroo Govinp,
who lived in the time of AuruNGzEEB, and who,
meeting persecution, converted his followers
from peaceable and industrious citizens, into
deadly enemies to the Moghul empire and
Mooslim faith. All this has been fully traced
and explained in various publications : so also
the vain attempts of BaNDa, and other Martyrs
who followed Gooroo Govinp, against the too
great strength of the Dehlee sovereignty and its
officers, under the immediate successors of Av-
RUNGZEEB : but the rise of the sect, from the dust
into which it seemed to be beaten down by per-
secution, to its present splendour of exaltation,
hasnot hitherto beenmade the subject of any one’s
investigation and research ; and the matter con-
sequently comprised in this volume is given
confidently as new, and as not to be found else-
where. It is our duty and our present object to
explain where and how it has been obtained.

The British Government has since 1808 been
the protector of the Sikh territory lying between
a 2

!
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the Sutlej and Jumna: Its officers have been
appealed to for the adjustment of all disputes
between the chiefs and their neighbours or
dependants, and the references to the Supreme
Council of Government at the Presidency are
frequent, and involve questions of great intri-
cacy, making the management of our relations
in that quarter by no means the least troublesome
part of the business submitted to its decision.
Lord WiLLiam BENTINCK was led by the per-
ception of this circumstance to seek from the
officers employed in the management of Sikh
affairs, some general information as to the his-
tory and condition of the chiefs, and the habits
and customs of the sect. Accordingly, when
preparing for his journey to Hindoostan, in
1830, he called upon Captain Murray, the Poli-
tical Agent at Umbala, who had for more than
fifteen years been employed in conducting our

~ relations with the Sikh chiefs on the British side

of the Sutlej, for a report upon the subject. Cap-
tain WaDE, the Assistant at Loodeeana, who
had latterly been entrusted with the subordi-
nate charge, under the Resident at Dehlee, of
the correspondence with RunJeer SiNcH, was
similarly called upon, and both officers submit-
ted voluminous reports, containing valuable
information on all the points required. That of
Captain Murray seemed to be the result of
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much reading and research, and to be prepared
from materials collected during the whole period
of his residence amongst the Sikhs. He had
evidently consulted with care all the Persian
and other books, that afford any insight into
the history of the Sikhs, or of the Moghul and
Afghan officers who came into contact or colli-
sion with them ; while his account of the rise
and fortunes of RuNJEET SingH appeared to
have been compiled from the reports and verbal
information of intelligent persons who had served
under him, corrected and tested by a laborious

examination of the Akhbars or native news-

papers, files of which were recorded in his
office : a valuable Appendix was added, contain-
ing the result of his personal observations and
enquiries into the habits, customs, rules, and
observances of the Sikhs. The report was
defective in arrangement, being put together
with no view to publication, but unfortunately
this highly esteemed and distinguished officer
died very soon after the Governor General
vigsited those parts, when it was his Lordship’'s
intention to have requested him to prepare from
his expose, a volume calculated to diffuse the
information he had collected, and to give public
and general utility to the result of his labours.

There is no doubt, that, if this officer had
lived, the work would have been executed in a



viii PREFACE.

manner worthy of his abilities. His sudden
death has rendered it necessary, that what he
left incomplete, and had put together in haste,
without due order, or arrangement, or regard to
the accuracies of style, should be completed and
revised by another hand. The whole of the his-
torical part of his report has required to be re-
written: The arrangement has been partially
altered, and the narrative has been cast into
chapters in the form it now assumes, besides
which there is new matter added from Captain
WapE’s report and from other sources. It has
hence been impossible to place Captain Mur-
RAY’s name on the title-page as the author, so as
to make him responsible, before the public, for
what he never saw or approved. It will how-
ever be understood that, except in the tenth and
eleventh Chapters of Continuation, the task of
the Compiler of the following pages has been
merely that of redacteur, and that the merit of
having collected the information, which gives to
the work any interest or value it may possess,
belongs almost entirely to Captain MuRrrAy.
Indeed, next to the desire to rescue from the
oblivion of a record-office, information calcu-
lated to be so extensively useful, and to give to
the Public, access to what had been collected
with so much labour and research, the motive
that has principally influenced the Compiler to
undertake the preparation of this volume for
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the press, has been the wish to do honor to this
distinguished and lamented officer, and to lay
before his friends, and the world, a lasting testi-
mony of his worth and talents.

The task has been performed during the
leisure of a sea voyage and residence in Van
Diemen’s Land for health. Nothing has since
been added, and the narrative accordingly termi-
nates abruptly with the Treaties concluded by
the British Government with Sindh in 1832.
It would doubtless have cost little additional
trouble to have introduced another chapter
bringing down the course of events to the pre-
sent day (1834 ;) but to do so would have required
a resort to records, and to documents not legiti-
mately within the Compiler’s reach, or familiar
to his recollection, and from their “connection
with passing transactions, not ripe probably for
public exhibition. To such, therefore, he has
not sought access, and after all, until the career
of the Ruler of the Punjab shall have reach-
its natural term, the close of the narrative must
have been equally abrupt, wheresoever the
line had been drawn. It has hence appear-
ed preferable to let the curtain drop for the
present, at the marked epoch of the conclu-
sion of the Treaties referred to, which were
published in the past year, reserving what may

b
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follow, to the date of the decease of the promi-
nent character of the work, to be added here-
after, in case at any future period the public
should take sufficient interest in the affairs of
the Punjab, to call for a renewed publication.

It may be proper to add, that whilethe first part
of- this work was already in the Printer’s hands,
a Persian account of the affairs of the Sikhs
in the Punjab, was obligingly communicated to
the Compiler by Sir CuarLES METCALFE. The
manuscript had been delivered to Sir CHARLES
by its aunthor, KHoosawuar RAEE, who was for
many years the Agent and Intelligencer of the
British Government at Umritsur. The narra-
tive comes down to 1812 only, but is very full
in respect to the early history of the Sikh Sir-
dars, and contains much information and useful
matter, not to be found elsewhere. The oppor-
tunity which was thus presented of comparing
an original work of this kind with the Memoir
of Captain Murray, has not been lost. The
result has afforded a satisfactory corroboration
of the accuracy of this officer: indeed, the corres-
pondence of date and circumstance in many
important particulars leads almost to the con-
clusion, that Knoosawuaer RAEE’s narrative must
have been amongst the materials from which
the Memoir was prepared. Some occasional
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discrepancies and additional facts or illustrations
have been noted separately at the close of the
volume. The Compiler’s grateful acknowledg-
ments are particularly due to Sir CHARLES
MEercavre, for the liberal frankness with which
so valuable a material has been made available
to improve and correct this publication, and it
is to the same high quarter, that he is indebted
for access to the materials from which the Map
has been constructed, which is prefixed to the

volume.
H.T. P.

Calcutta, May, 1834.
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Pace
2—last line, for ¢ Pakul” read Pahul.
6—second line, for “gusool” read yusoul.
18—last line but one, for ¢ HuLkor” read HoLKUR.
19—date in the heading, for ¢ 1769” read 1760.
23—nineteenth line, for ¢ Pakul” read Pahul. .
23—eighth line, for ¢ raise” read raze.
24—sixteenth line, for  Baroach” read Baraich.
26—twenty-first line, for “ the Governor and Zym Khan” read the
Governor Zyn Khan. :
29—fifteenth line, for ¢ Jhundee Singh” read Jhunda Singh.
80—first line, for ¢ Nukreea Misul” read Nukeea Misul.
30—second line, for ¢ Nukree” read Nukee.
89—seventh and seventeenth lines, for ¢ Busuntee” read Busuntur.
45—eleventh and seventh lines from the bottom, for * Battala” read
Butala.
47—tenth line from the bottom, for ¢ Seodhurp” read Sookdura.
61—twelfth line, for ¢ Deenanugur”’ read Adeenanugur.
63—last line but one, for ¢ Pathun Kot” read Puthan Kot.
76—eleventh line, for ¢ Feelor” read Philor.
82—tenth line, for * Huttoo” read Athoo.
82—twelfth line, for ¢ Dushut” read Duskut.
94—ninth line from the bottom, for ¢ Jiklum” read Jyhlum.
145—fourth line from the top, for ¢ Qootub cod deen” read Kootub ood
deen.
168—eleventh line, for ¢ Gorchur” read Ghorchur.
185—fourth and fifth lines from the bottom, for * Gorchur” read
Ghorchur.






CONTENTS.

CHAPTER 1.

PAGE

Affairs of the Punjab on the decline of the Dehlee Sovereignty to the
Battle of Panceput and separation of the territory from Hindoostan,

CHAPTER I1.

Operations of the Afghans in the Punjab. The condition of the Sikh
associations, and the rise and exploits of the principal Chiefs and
Misuls. The Punjab abandoned to them by the Afghans. Their
proceedings for the occupation of the territory, coveveveseccscenns

CHAPTER III

Feuds and contentions of the Sikhs. Rise and fall of different Chiefs.
The history of Churut Singh and Maha Singh, ancestors of Runjeet
Singh, traced to the death of the latter, and Runjeet’s assumption of
the direction of affairs, «oveeocerececessstcccsnansrsssonsenens

CHAPTER 1IV.

The early administration of Runjeet Singh. His aggrandizement at
the expense of other Sikh Sirdars, to his treaty with the British
Government, and exclusion from the countries east of the Sutlej, ..

1

21

50



xiv CONTENTS.

CHAPTER V. .

British arrangements with the Chiefs east of the Sutlej. Transactions
in the Punjab tending to the further aggrandizement of Runjeet

2 T PN

CHAPTER VI,

Marriage of Khuruk Singh, the heir-apparent of Runjeet Singh, attend-
ed by Colonel Ochterlony. Acquisition of the Kohi-noor Diamond
Jrom Shak Shooja. Severe treatment and flight of that Prince to
Loodeeana. Conquest of Kashmeer, by Futeh Khan Vuzeer, and
acquisition of Attuk, by Runjeet Singhyceceviveseierscncencanns

CHAPTER VIIL

First expedition of Runjeet Singh against Kashmeer. Fails. Failure
of Runjeet Singh’s health. Expedition against, and capture of
Mooltan. The army deprived of its plunder. Death of Futeh Khan,

71

89

Vuzeer of Kabool. Runjeet Singh’s advance to Peshawury oovoo.oo 104

CHAPTER VIII.

Second expedition and conquest of Kashmeer. Arrangements for conso-
lidating the Sikh authority in the hills. Conquests on the Indus.
Arrival and entertainment of French Officers. Disgrace and confine-

ment of Suda Koonwur, Runjeet’s Mother-in-law, «..0ov0ve0eeses 121

CHAPTER IX,

Operations in Peshawur. Affair with a party of Movsulman fanatics.
Mohummud Uzeem Khan retires and- leaves Peshawur to Runjeet
Singh. Death of that Chief—also of Sumsar Chund. Disturbances
in the Gundgurh Mountains. Yar Mohummud confirmed as Governor
Jor Runjeet Singh at Peshawur. Futeh Singh Aloowala retires from
the Durbar. Rise of Seyud Ahmed, the Mohummedan Saint and
reformer, troubles occasioned by him. Unrodh Chund of Kangra
moved to a discreditable alliance, flies across the Sutlej. His pos-
sessions seized. Further disturbances and troubles from Seyud

Ahmed. His Mm and dfﬂ‘h, veseosrtansnssssecsssssssessss 136




CONTENTS. b 34

CHAPTER X.

Mission of Licutenant Burnes with a present of dray horses for Run-
jeet Singh. Hisjourney through Sindh, and up the Indus and Ravee
to Lahdr. Mission to Lord William Bentinck at Shimla. Meeting
arranged between the Governor General and Runjeet Singh. Takes
place in October 1831. Commercial Treaty concluded between the
British Government and SindR, «...o0oeevevseciosiescecccsasses 153

CHAPTER XI.
The character and policy of Runjeet Singh. His revenues. Strength
of hisarmy. General observations, ........cveeeecesssscsceses 178

APPENDIX.

On the Manners, Rules, and Customs of the Sikhs. By Captain
W Murrayyesscooeesescscsessccstsssscsscssosssvscassesnecs 191

Il






CHAPTER FIRST>*

A. D. 1742 to 1761.

Affairs of the Punjab on the decline of the Dehlee
Sovereignty to the Battle of Paneeput and separation
of the territory from Hindoostan.

Tue empire founded in Hindoostan by BABUR, and
supported by the vigour and abilities of several genera-
tions of celebrated Princes, fell speedily to dissolation
after the accession of MoHUMMUD SHAH. The invasion
of NADIR SHAH gave a violent shock to its stability,
which was already undermined by the growing power of
the Mahrattas ; and the inroads of the Abdalee, AHMED
SHAH, though made in support of the faith of MoHUM-
MUD, and successful in checking that reaction of Hindoo
vigour, which threatened at the time to overwhelm it,
accelerated nevertheless the fall of the house of TymMooR,

® This Chapter is entirely from Captain MURRAY, who has the merit of
being the.first to collect and put together in a consistent narrative, the °
loose fragments and materials that exist, in respect to the events in the
Punjab at this period.

A




2 YUHEEA KHAN VICEROY OF LAHOR. A.D. 1742.

which he uniformly treated with neglect and humiliation.
The court of Dehlee ceased thenceforward to be looked
up to as the source of protection, of honors, or of punish-
ments. The satraps, and officers, nominally acting under
its authority, assumed every where independence: the
provinces were dismembered, and a spirit of disaffection
was roused in all parts of the empire. The history of
Hindoostan ceases from this period to be that of any
ruling dynasty, and must be traced in the detail of the
events of each province, and in the transactions, by
which the several Nuwabs, Rajas, and Princes,—the
sects, nations or associations of chiefs, rose each in turn
to power, in displacement of the royal authority, and in
successful rivalry with one another. Itis the object of
the following pages to collect and exhibit in continuous
narrative, the occurrences of this description in the
Punjab, and to trace the rise of the chief who now
sways the destinies of that province, and of a large bor-
dering territory, with a vigour of anthority, unknown to
any other part of India, not subject to the dominion of
Europeans.

YuHEEA KHAN, the son of ZukAREEA KHAN,
‘commonly styled KHAN BUHADOOR, held the viceroyalty
of Lahdr, when the Jit Zumeendars of the Punjab em-
poverished by long extortion, and driven at last to
desperation, took to rapine and plunder for the sapport of
themselves and families, and as a bond of union and ex-
citement against their oppressors revived in their customs
and ceremonies, the latent flame of the Sikh ritual. They
proclaimed the faith and tenets of GovIND SiNGH, the
last acknowledged Gooroo or spiritual guide of the Sikhs,
and took the Pakul of initiation into the mysteries of
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that religion. The long hair on the head, and flowing
beard, the entire renunciation of tobacco, and the use
of the audible salutation of “ Wak Gooroo-jee ke futeh,”’
(victory to Goeoroo jee,) proclaimed that the ploughshare
had been exchanged for the avenger’s sword, and that
the maxims and precepts of the grunth of GooRroo
GovIND had prevailed over the more peaceable doc-
trines of the vedas and shastras of pure Hindooism.
The spirit of the revived sect displayed itself at first
in secret association and isolated acts of depredation.
Bodies of armed men, in tens and twenties, called
Dharwee in the dialect of the province, that is, high-
waymen, infested the routes of communication, attacked
villages or plundered in towns, according as their local
connections invited to either mode of seeking wealth or.
the means. of support. The early neglect of the .ruling
authority enabled the asseciations to prosper, and the
most successful chiefs purchased horses with the proceeds
of their spoil, and mounted and armed their followers.
Their example and success made the canse popular with
the young and adventarous, so that the number who took
to these courses angmented daily, until the chiefs formed
their respective dehras or encampments in open defiance
of the ruling authority, and sought celebrity by bold and
bardy enterprizes, which gave security in the awe they
inspired, while the wealth and reputation resulting
afforded the means of further strengthening themselves.
The distractions of the Moghul empire, and the intrignes
and imbecilities of the vice-regal court at Lahor, gave
encouragement to the system pursued, not only by the
neglect to punish, but by the occasional availment of
the services of individual chiefs, so that many of them
assumed an organized martial appearance, and not content
A2
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with ravaging the open country, approached the sacred
reservoir of the Sikhs at Umritsur and maintained them-
selves in that vicinity. The differént associations were
united by common interest, no less than by the profession
of ‘a new faith; and a system of general confederation
for defence, or for operations requiring more than single
efforts, was early arranged between the chiefs.

* The evil had spread and had acquired some head be-
fore the attention of the Governor YUHEEA KHAN was
sufficiently roused to induce him to make an exertion to
put it down. At length, however, his revenue failing
from these disorders, he sent out a small detachment of
government troops under command of JusPuT RAEE,
brother of his Dewan or prime minister, LUKHPUT
RAEE. They proceeded first against a body of insurgent
Sikhs who were devastating the country, and driving off
the flocks and herds in the vicinity of Yumeenabad,
which lies to the North of Lahor. The detachment was
overpowered, and JUSPUT RAEE being slain, his men
dispersed. LUKHPUT RAEE Dewan, however, hastened
from Lahér to avenge his brother’s death, and the insar-
gents retreated before him into the north eastern corner of
the Punjab, where he inflicted on them a severe chastise-
ment. The Dewan brought back with him many prison-
ers, whose heads were struck off without remorse in the
Ghora-Nukhas, or horse market, outside the city wall of
Lahér. The spot is now called by the Sikhs ¢ Shukeed-
gunj,” the place ‘of martyrs, in memory of this event,
and a sumadh or tomb has been erected there in honor of
the Bhaee JAR0O SINGH, which marks the site. After
this success a proclamation was issued in the name of
+ the Governor YuHErEA KHAN, denouncing death to'all
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persons who invoked the name of GooR00 GOVIND, and
a reward was offered for the heads of his disciples. This
rigour and summary proscription checked the progress
of Sikh proselytism, and the enthusiasm of the votaries
of the Gooroo was considerably diminished. Many cut
their long hair and curtailed their flowing beards to avoid
detection and death, and others fled across the Satlej
into the adjoining province of Sirhind, where they found
protection or concealment in the wide wastes which lie
to the west of Puteeala and Naba.

Not loug after this event, the younger brother of
YuHEEA KHAN, by name SHAH NuwaAz KHAN, rose
in insurrection against him, and succeeded in establishing
himself in the two provinces of Lahér and Mooltan, mak-
ing prisoner YUHEEA KHAN, with all his state officers.
He nominated a Hindoo, named KAoNRA MuL, to be
Dewan in lieu of LUKHPUT RAEE, but left ADEENA
Bec KHAN, who had risen under his father ZUKAREEA
KHAN, and governed with much vigour the difficult
district of the Jalundhur Dooab, in both civil and mili-
tary charge of that tract. YUHEEA KHAN escaped
from Lah6r, and hastening to Dehlee, laid his com-
plaint before the Vuzeer, his uncle KuMUR-00D-DEEN
KHAN, who was at the same time privately informed,
that SHAH NuwAz KHAN, in fear of the consequences
of his act, had opened a correspondence with AHMED
SuAH Abdalee. The Shah had recently seized Kabool
and Peshawur in ejection of the Dehlee Soobahdar,
Nasir KHAN, an event that had excited much alarm
at the capital. The Vuzeer availing himself of his
relationship appealed to his nephew’s sense of honor, and
addressed to him a strong remonstrance on his defeotion
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from allegiance, desiring him not to seek the degrada-
tion of serving AHMED, the Jusool or mace-bearer of
Nadir, but to be faithful to the hereditary sovereign of
his family and race. The young man’s pride was touch-
ed, and althaugh doubtful what might be the issue of the
complaint of his elder brother, he prepared himself
to oppose the advance of the Dooranees, and with-
drew from farther correspondence with AHMED SHAH.
Undeterred by this change of counsels, the Abdalee
crossed the Indus near the fort of Attuk, in the year
1747, and sent his domestic priest, SABIR SHAH, in
advance to Lahor, hoping through his negotiations or
intrigues to bind SHAH NUuwAz KHAN tohis first offers,
or at all events to secure a friendly reception to his army.
SuHAH NuwaAz, however, was now staunch in his alle-
giance to Dehlee, and placed himself in the best postare
of defence his scanty means would permit. He further
gave to his court a pledge of fidelity by causing the
agent of the Abdalee to be murdered. AHMED SHAH
was greatly incensed at this violence done- to the person
of his ambassador and confidential servant, and crossing
the Ravee, marched immediately to attack SHAH NuwAz
KHAN in the entrenched position he had taken up under
the walls of Lahor. The resistance offered was slight;
the defences were soon mastered by the Dooranee war-
riors, and SHAH NUWAZ escaping fled to Dehlee; the
city of Lahor was shortly after reduced, and its resources
fell a prey to the Abdalee, who raised there a heavy
contribution.

AHMED SHAH when at Dehlee in the train of NADIR
SHAH; had not been an inattentive observer of the state
of things at;that Court. The imbecility of MoHUMMUD
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SHAR, the overgrown power, the discords and intrigues
of the great Ameers or grandees, and the little obedi-
ence paid to the royal authority at the capital as well
as in the interior, had not failed to attract his attention,
and the confusion likely to follow the departure of the
invading army, afforded matter of speculation for an
ambitious man seeking where eventually to push his own
fortune. The unparalleled success which had attended
bis first efforts in Afghanistan, and the advantage to
which he systematically turned his present means in
laying the foundation of future grandeur, encouraged
him to hope from what he saw and heard of the condition
of things at Dehlee, that the time was favorable for an
attempt to erect for himself an empire on the ruins of
that of the house of TymMooR. Having mastered Lahor,
therefore, he determined on an immediate advance towards
Dehlee, and crossing the Beah and Sutlej without oppo-
sition, approached Sirhind. :

The Vuzeer KUMUR-00D-DEEN KHAN was not defi-
cientin energy, and made preparation to meet the invader.
Calling out the principal chiefs of Rajpootana with their
respective quotas, he placed the king’s eldest son Prince
AHMED in nominal command, and with this force and the
troops at the capital took up an intrenched position at
the village of Munoopoor, nine miles from Sirhind. The
Abdalee Shah having reconnoitered the position deemed
himself too weak to attempt a storm of the works: en-
camping in the neighbourhood therefore, he directed his
efforts against the supplies of the Dehlee army, and sent
detachments to cut off convoys and intercept the commu-
nications with the capital. This led to continual skir-
mishes and partial engagements, which amused both
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armies for a month without producing any thing decisive.
An event however then occurred that brought about an
immediate change in the aspect of things. The Vuzeer
was killed whilst at evening prayers by a random shot
from the Dooranee artillery, and from that time forward
there ceased to be any commander in chief in the Dehlee
camp. The Rajpoot chiefs who had come upon his invi-
tation, and were held together by his influence and repu-
tation, feeling confidence in no other leader, began to
desert the royal standard, and retired to their respective
estates. The Abdalee hearing of this deemed the moment
favorable to assume the offensive, and ordered an attack,
notwithstanding the inferiority of his numbers. A panic
fell on the imperial army and disorder began to spread in
the camp. MEER MuNoo, however, son of the deceased
Vuzeer, seized the critical moment, and bringing a body
of fresh troops to the points assailed, led them himself °
to the charge, and repulsed the Dooranees with consi-
derable slaughter ; so much so that AHMED SHAH deemed
it necessary to relinquish his designs for the present,
and retired precipitately across the Punjab in order to
repair his losses. His retreat was unmolested, and he
recrossed the Attuk without making any effort to main-
tain his footing at Lahér. The Punjab was thus reco-
vered for the Moghul, and the Government of Lahér and
Mooltan was conferred by the Dehlee Court on MEER
MuNoo, withthe title of MooYYUNoOL-MoOOLK, in re-
ward and acknowledgment of his service on this important
occasion. ‘

The invasion of the Abdalee, and the occupation of
the forces on both sides in the struggle for empire
on the plains of Sirhind, were favorable to the further
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rise of the Sikhs, whose depredations were for the
interval unchecked, and who again showed themselves
by day, and ventured even to satisfy their religious pre-
judices by stolen visits to the shrines of their faith at
Unritsur. The new Governor of Lahor, MEER MUNoOO,
confirmed KAONRA MuL in the office of Dewan, and
found the disorders created by these associations, and by
fanatics of the sect who sprung up in numbers, to be one
of the first objects requiring his attention. A small party
of Sikhs had the audacity to throw up a mud work which
they called Ram-Rounee, (but which having been since
enlarged is now called Ramgurh) in the district and im-
mediate vicinity of Umritsur, and Sikh plunderers
scoured the country in all directions. MEeer MuNoo
surrounded and captured Ram-Rounee, and stationed de-
tachments to preserve the peace of the country, who had
orders to detain all Sikhs, and to shave their heads and
beards. By these energetic measures the public confi-
dence was restored: the Sikhs were again compelled to
fly the country or hide their heads, and proselytes to
their faith and habits became more rare. ‘

AHMED SHAH Abdalee had retired only to recruit his
strength, and was by no means inclined to relinquish his
designs on Hindoostan. In the following season from
that of his first invasion, that is, after the close of the
rains of 1748, he again crossed the Indus, and inter-
rupted all MERER MUNo0O’s plans for establishing himself
in his government and better ordering its administration.
Being apprehensive that his force was too weak to resist
the invader, he applied to Dehlee for reinforcements, and
in order to gain time sent a mission to the Abdalee camp
to offer terms of compromise and negaciate for the Shah’s

B
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retirement. He followed up this measure by himself
moving out of Lahér, and pitched his camp at Soudhura,
on the south bank of the Chundb. This state of prepara-
tion and the known character of the Lahdr viceroy
deterred the Abdalee for the time from attempting to
force his way into Hindostan. He was content there-
fore to accept a promise of the revenue of the four
districts, Pursuroor, Goojrat, Seal-Kot, and Aurungabad,
which had formerly been assigned to NADIR SHAH, and
then retraced his steps to Kabool.

This success of MEER MUNooO and the credit resulting
excited envy in the grandees at Dehlee, and instead of
meeting further reward from the court, an intrigue there
deprived him of the government of Mooltan, which was
conferred on SHAH Nuwaz KHAN. The viceroy in
possession, however, was not of a temper to submit
patiently to such supercession, and he detached his
minister KAONRA MUL to oppose the new governor.
SaAH Nuwaz KHAN advanced to the frontier of Mool-
tan, with a force collected for the purpose of securing his
investiture, but finding himself overmatched could pro-
ceed no farther. For about six months he maintained
himself on the frontier without any thing decisive occur-
ring, but at the end of that time he was induced to
hazard a battle with the Dewan, in which he was defeated
and slain. MEER MuNoo created KAoNRA MuL Raja
for this service, and invested him with the subordinate
charge of Mooltan and the adjoining districts.

As might be expected, MEER MUNooO failed to remit
to Kabool the revenues of the four districts stipulated, and
the Abdalee AHMED SHAH had thus a pretext for again
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crossing the Indus, which he did in the season 1751-2,
and advanced to the right bank of the Chunab. SookH
JEEWUN, a Hindoo, was sent thence to Lahér to demand
the fulfilmentof the engagement. MEER MUNoOO replied,
that the promise had been made in the exigency of the
moment, and he did not look upon himself as bound to
abide by the strict letter, but free to act according to cir-
camstances. He offered, however, to pay now what might
be due, upon the condition of the Dooranee army being
immediately withdrawn. Not expecting this offer to be
accepted, MEER MUNoO called in ADEENA BEG KHAN
and Raja KAONRA MuUL with their respective forces, to
Lahbr, where an intrenched camp was prepared at Shah-
durra in the environs. He himself advanced to meet the
Abdalee, and retired before him as he moved eastward un-
til both chiefs approached Lahdr, when the viceroy entered
his entrenched position under the walls of the city. For
four months he maintained himself in this post, and was
proof against every endeavour of the Shah to entice him
out of his entrenchment. The blockade maintained was
however strict, and supplies then began wholly to fail.
The only food or forage for the horses and ammunition
cattle consisted of chopped straw from the roofs of huts
and bazars, and grain and flour were selling at an exor-
bitant price. A council of war was called in this emer-
gency, when ADEENA BEG gave it as his opinion that as
no succour or reinforcement could be expected from
Deblee, an action ought to be risked before their pro-
visions wholly failed, as might be expected in a few days,
if the blockade continnued. Raja KAoNrRA MuL was
apposed to this advice, he observed that the Viceroy’s
troops were mostly raw levies, who were no match in the
field for the hardy veterans of the Shah, That the
B2
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country for a wide space round had been foraged and
wasted, and the distress for provisions was not less in
the Dooranee camp than in their own—that in twenty
days more the hot weather would set in, when the
northern troops of the Shah would find the sun and wind
intolerable in the plains, and hence would be compelled
to retreat or to attack them in their lines to disadvantage.
There can be no doubt that the advice of the Hindoo was
the preferable and more prudent course, but the viceroy
was young, and not free from the impatience and impe-
tuosity of youth, and the opinion of ADEENA BEc fell
more in accordance with his own disposition. Early in
the morning therefore of the 12th April 1752, his army
moved from its lines and took up ground on an elevated
spot marked by an old brick-kiln. The Shah prepared
immediately for action. His artillery was ordered to
advance, and a cannonade was kept up between the two
armies until the afternoon, when the Shah observing
some confusion ordered a charge by a select body of
cavalry, which was so far successful as to induce MEER
MuNoo to retire again within his entrenchments. 1n the
retreat Raja KAoNRA MuL’s elephant chanced to tread
on an old grave, the earth of which sinking strained and
nearly disabled the animal. Before the Mahout could
extricate him, the Raja was overtaken and slain by a
Dooranee horseman, and his loss, when it came to be
known in the entrenched camp, occasioned a panic and
desertion so general, that the viceroy was compelled, by
diminished numbers, to retire within the city wall. In this
exigency ADEENA BEG KHAN abruptly withdrew with
his troops, and MEER MUNoOO, finding the fortifications of
the city out of repair and untenable, was induced to yield
to circumstances, and tendered his submission to the Shah.
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The Abdalee was well pleased so to close the campaign :
he sent his principal officer, JUuHAN KHAN, into the city,
to conduct the viceroy to his presence, and treated him
with all courtesy and respect, declaring his admiration of
the determined spirit, conduct and deportment displayed
by him on all occasions. He exacted a large sum of
money from him for the expences of the campaign, and
then reinstated him as- viceroy on his own part both of
Lahér and Mooltan.

Before retiring to his own dominions, AHMED SHAH
determined on the occupation of Kashmeer, and a strong
detachment was sent thither under command of UBpooL-
LA KHAN, who succeeded in penetrating to the valley,
and establishing the Shah’s authority there without opposi-
tion. The Hindoo, SO0oKH-JEEWUN, a Khutree of Ka-
bool, was selected for the government, and the rainy
season being now near, the Shah re-crossed the Indus,
and carried back his army to Kabool.

. Meer MuNoo did not long survive these events: he
was killed by a fall from his horse, whercupon his widow,
a woman of spirit and address, proclaimed her infant son
as successor in the viceroyalty, and succeeded in estab-
lishing an administration in his name. Before ten
months had expired, however, this hope was likewise
cut off, the infant dying of the small pox. The Begum
then proclaimed her own name, and dispatched agents to
Dehlee and to Kabool to procure her acknowledgment.
To the Vuzeer at Dehlee her daughter was offered in
marriage, and he came to the banks of the Sutlej to cele-
brate the nuptials. By these acts the Begum secured
herself against present supercession, and her authority
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was displayed in an act of cruelty, the motives of which
bave left a taint of scandal on her reputation. Upon the
accusation of having designs upon the viceroyalty, MRER
BHEKAREE KHAN, an influential officer of thelate vice-
roy, was seized by her order, and carried into the interior
apartments, where he was so severely beaten with shoes
and sticks as to expire under the punishment. The
Begum’s personal concern in such an act gave credit to
the imputation, very generally believed at the time, that
it was committed in revenge for some personal disap-
pointment of a kind never forgiven by a woman.

A female viceroy was not likely to display much acti-
vity in suppressing associations like those of the Sikhs,
which meddled not with her ease and pleasures at the
seat of government. Their number and audacity accord-
ingly increased rapidly, and bands of these bearded depre-
dators were continually to be seen, traversing the various
districts of the Punjab, sweeping off the flocks and herds,
and laying waste the cultivation, unless redeemed by a
prompt contribution. Disorder, anarchy, and confusion
gained head in the province, as in all other parts of Hin-
doostan.

It was not until after an interval of four years, that
is, in the season 1755-6, that AHMED SHAH Abdalee
appeared againin the field. In all his previous incursions
he had been met by the energy of local governors, and the
Dehlee court had made efforts, or at least had displayed
some interest and anxiety in checking his advance.
On the present occasion, such was the condition of wreck
and revolution to which the empire was reduced, that no
one offered any where to impede his march, and he
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traversed the Punjab and entered even the imperial city
without experiencing the smallest opposition. His
detachments plundered Muthra and threatened the city
of Agra, and the Shah having formed a matrimonial con-
nexion with the fanily of TYMoOR, laid the capital under
heavy contribution, and confiscated to his own use the
property of the grandees and principal inhabitants. His
cupidity being thus satisfied, he retired, leaving the
throne of the Moghul in the same weak bands, and
helpless condition in which he found it. But he seized
on the Punjab and Sirhind, and gave the government of
both provinces to his son TyMo0R, with whom he left
his confidential officer JUHAN KHAN and a detachment
of troops of no great strength, and then returned to
Kabool. ‘

Since the death of MERR MuUNoo, ADEENA BEc
KHAN had assumed entire independence in his subordi-
nate government in the Jalundhur Dooab, and had appro-
priated the revenues to his personal use and in providing
the means of maintaining himself. One of the first acts
of the young Prince TYMOOR was to summon this chief
to Lahér as a dependant of his government. The wary
veteran however evaded prompt compliance, alleging the
pecessity of his presence in his districts to check the
increasing audacity of the Sikhs who were encamped in
his vicinity, and, were he to desert his post, might secure
a permanent hold in the country. The Afghan Prince
not satisfied with this excuse, sent a detachment of his
troops to seize ADRENA BEG, whereupon the latter
strengthened himself by association with the Sikhs, of
whom he took a considerable body inte pay, and with
them retired before the Afghans into the northern
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hills. Being now fully committed with the Dooranees,
his mind, fertile in resources, sought the means of suc-
cour and relief in a quarter, which would not readily
have occurred to another. He applied to the Muhrattas,
whose reputation for enterprize and daring adventure
was then high, and whose chiefs were at the time encamp-
ed near Dehlee. He stipulated for the payment of a
daily sum for their aid, and pointed out the rich harvest
of spoil that was within their reach. The expedition was
entered upon with alacrity, and MULHAR RAo HOLKUR,
with some other chiefs of that nation, marched immediate-
ly for the Punjab, where they were joined on passing the
Sutlej by ADEENA BEG, with a swarm of Sikhplanderers,
and the whole advanced rapidly on Lahér. The Prince
TyMooR and JUHAN KHAN were unable to stem this
torrent of invasion, and retired precipitately to the Indus.
Their retreat was harassed by frequent attacks, and most
of their baggage taken. The Muhrattas then overran the
whole country, and their main body returned to Dehlee,
but a detachment of this nation was left in the occupation
of Lahér.

ApEENA BEc KHAN did not long survive this event.
He died in 1758, having latterly, and indeed for a long
time, played a very conspicuous part in the diplomacy of
the Punjab and Hindoostan. His address, experience,
and extensive knowledge recommended him early to the
notice of the viceroys, who in succession ruled Lahor:
under them he rose through the gradations of office,
until his services were at last recompensed by the dele-
gated administration of a troublesome but very fertile
region. During a season of unusual disorder and diffi-
culty, he maintained his station, and kept his territory




A.D. 1758, HIS DEATH AND CHARACTER. 17

prosperous and profitable: while in the midst of strug-
gles for dominion between contending nations, and in the
conflict of parties, and the intrigues of chiefs, all stronger
than himself, he contrived to acquire something at every
change, and availed himself of every opportunity to ag-
grandize and strengthen his power, with a depth of canning,
and a readiness which gained for him a high reputation
for wisdom. He was a master of the arts and shifts of
Iudian diplomacy. The Sikhs he amused, and secured
immunity from their depredations, by occasionally pdying
for their services, and he would even buy their forbear-
ance when too weak to coerce them. When his ruin was
determined upon by the Abdalee Afghans, he bribed
the Mubrattas to enter the field against them, and by this
means effected the expulsion of the prince, who drove
him to such extremity, together with his minister, whom
be suspected as the instigator of the mischief. How he
would have played his part in the great struggle impend-
ing between the Muhrattas and Abdalee Afghans can
only be surmised, death having saved him from the
vengeance or politic mercy of the Shab. He left no issue
or successor to perpetuate his name and authority, but his
memory lives in the Punjab, and he is respected even by
the Sikhs as the last of the Moghul rulers in their country.

The Muhrattas were now the ruling power of Hindoo-
stan ; their forces traversed the country, from the
Dakhun to the Indus, and Himalaya, and no one ven-
tured to take the field against them. The Moosulman
Soobahdars, who had asserted independence, in the deca-
dence of the Moghul empire, trembled for their prin-
cipalities, and seemed to have no alternative but sub-
mission, aod the payment of Chout to this upstart

c
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Hindoo sovereignty, or absolute extinction. In this
state of things the re-appearance of the Abdalee,
AHMED SHAH, east of the Indus, was hailed by a large
party in Hindoostan as a source of salvation, and
welcome succour. SH00JA-00D-DouLA, in Oudh, the
celebrated NuJEEB-00D-DouLA, who governed Dehlee
and the Northern Dooab, the Rohilla Chiefs, and all
the Mohummedan. families settled in the Dooab, or
west of the Jumna, prepared to range themselves
under the standard of the Shah, and to fight the great
battle for their faith and independence under his leading.
The Muhratta detachment retired before the Shah from
Lahor to Dehlee, pillaging and laying waste the country
as they went. The fertile plains of Sirhind conse-
quently exhibited an appearance of desolation, that
induced the Abdalee, as well for the convenience of
obtaining supplies, as to unite with the Mohummedan
chiefs of Hindoostan, to cross the Jumna at Boorea into
the Dooab. Here he fell in with and overpowered a
Mabhratta detachment under DUTTAJEE SINDHEEA whe
was slain, and MuLHAR RAo HOLKUR was overtaken
soon after by two Afghan generals, who routed his troops,
and had nearly taken the chief himself by surprise.
‘When the rainy season approached, the Abdalee can-
toned his army in the Dooab between Sekundra and
Anoopshuhur, the country round Dehlee, and to the west
of the Jumna, having been completely ravaged and laid
waste by the Muhrattas.

The court of Poona on being apprised of the arrival
of the Shah, and of the defeat of DUTTAJEE SINDHEEA
and MuLHAR Rao HULKUR, prepared for a great
effort to maintain their supremacy in Hindoostan. The
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retainers of the state were called out, and an immense
army advanced towards Dehlee, under the command of
SupAsSHEEO RAo BHAO, commonly called the Bhdo,
with whom went WiswAs Rao, the PESHWA’S eldest
son, and the heads of all the principal Muhratta families.
On the march the chiefs in advance fell in and
swelled the train, and the whole reached Dehlee, pillag-
ing without remorse as they went, and encountering no
where any opposition.

The Jumna which divided the two armies was still
unfordable, and the Bh4o, after a short halt at Dehlee?
moved northward to Kurnal, where his army was occupi-
ed for a few days in the siege of Koonjpoora, the
possession of a Puthan family, on the west bank of the
Jumna. The place was taken by storm after an obsti-
nate resistance by the head of the family, NijaBuT
KHAN, who was slain in the last assault. The Mahratta
army then moved back on Paneeput, and allowed the
Shah-to ford the Jumna with all his cavalry, on the 23d
of October. The Bhdo judged himself to be unequal
to cope with the Shah in the open field ; he accordingly
threw ap intrenchments and took up a position about the
town of Paneeput, and there waited the attack of the
enemy. The Abdalee strengthened by the junction of
the confederate forces of Oudh, Rohilkhund, and of all
the Mohummedan Chiefs of upper Hindoostan, surround-
ed the Mahrattas, and aimed to cut off the Bhéo’s sup-
plies. For three months, the two armies lay close to
each other, occupied in skirmishes and partial actions,
and the Shah maintained his blockade. At the end of
this time, want began to be felt in the Bhdo’s lines, and
the distress from this cause increased to such a degree
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as to compel the Bhdo to risk an action. 